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AFCENT commander sends holiday message

By Lt. Gen. Gary North -
U.S.Air Forces Central
commander

Rain, snow and cold
temperatures are swiftly moving
into Iraq,Afghanistan and the 18
other countries in the U.S. Centra
Commandi\OR, where more than
25,000Airmen are deployed this
holiday season.

While the holidays serve as a ;
opportunity for gatherings among U.S.Air Force phgid: S5
families and friends, those of ust. Gen. Gay Notth, U.S Air Forces Central commandetelivers a holiday
deployed, continue to serve whergreeting overAmerican Foces Network radio her Christmas Eve, Dec. 24.
our country needs us, far from
home as the NeXear approaches.time of year season and to enjoy your greatest

The holiday season often makes | know each of you realize thatgift to them — the gift of freedom.
being separated from loved onegou and your families’ sacrifices Today, you carry on these
feel more pointed, for both us an@nd services are appreciated byexamples of service before self,
our family members. For ourgrateful nation and are absoluteljrom the mountains &fghanistan
families back home, as they gatherecessary to ensure the safety amthd Kyigyzstan and the deserts of
and celebrate the holidays thegecurity of millions of people inlrag and Southwedisia, to the
know their mother or father the U.S., the Middle East andhores of Djibouti.
brother or sisterson or daughter throughout the world. Simply put Your senior Air Force
is serving far away in harmivay — “Thank you!” leadership is proud of each and
defending the freedomive enjoy ~ From snow-covered battlefieldsevery one of youYour service is

Though we can’celebrate the and icy fox holes throughouttruly making a diference!
holidays with our loved ones, IEurope duringVorld War | and Il To all friends and families of
encourage you to take the time te— to wet tents and soggy campleployedAirmen, thank you for
call, e-mail or send a letter to lesites inVietham — to every otheryour unwavering support and
them know they are central to oupast war and conflichmerican sacrifice.To all deployediirmen,
thoughtsWhile we'’re deployed, service members and theithank you for your dedicated
it is easy to, and a must do to focumilies have made countlesservice. May the joys of the season
on mission and duties, but wesacrifices with the knowledge andnable both you and your families
should also remember to keepnderstanding that serving in théo continue to appreciate your “gift
those connections to our familiefA\rmed Forces enables generatiornsf service” to ourAir Force and
and friends strong, especially thi®f Americans to enjoy the holidayour nationAgain —Thank you!



Services Airman helps troops connect
with families during the holidays

L Ty =R IR-T48 N
By Saff Sgt. Rachel Martinez — ﬁ. A A
455thAir ExpeditionaryWing PublicAffairs ' :

BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Afghanistan — The main
job of a deployed Servicesirman is to provide
morale and recreation activities. During the holidz
season, there is even more emphasis on build
morale for all theAirmen who will be spending it
away from their families. On&irman here came up
with two specials ways to help deployadmen
connect with their families during this time of yea =
SeniorAirman Marco Palacios, a service$eniorAirman Marco Palacios, a seices technician with the
technician deployed from Beakdr Force Base, 455th Expeditionay Force Suppor Squaden, takes an
Calif., offered to videotape holiday greetings ar@gl;naln; photo with Santa at Bagrafir Field, Afghanistan,
readings of “ANight Before Christmas” fokirmen T
at BagranAir Field. He turned these recordings intposed for a photo with Santa, they weten'willing
a DVD forAirmen to mail home. He also took photoat first.
of Airmen with Santa and created e-cards for them“People are shy or some people think they are too
to send to their friends and family old for a picture with Santafirman Palacios said.
“One of the things | wanted to emphasize 8ut once one person did it, they would see them
morale,” saidAirman Palacios, from Reno, Nevexcited and getting in to it, then they would want to
“They are away from their families — | tried to dalo it too. We had whole work places to do it.
something so they can feel close to their familiesEspecially the people with kids — they wanted to
With the help of the civil engineer squadron, thell their kids that they saw SantaAfghanistan.”
services troops created a holiday-themed backdropwWhether or not people felt a little old or sjlthe
With a little advertising,Airman Palacios DVDs and e-cards were greatly appreciated by those
downloaded dierent versions of “ANight Before who participated.
Christmas,” set up his camera and waited for peopléWe cant be there, but it a great opportunity to
to show More than 130 people recorded personet our families know how we’re doing and wish them
greetings and readingghe best,” said Master Sghmado Azua, 455th
of the book, and nearly Expeditionary Mission Support Group firstgeant,
300 had their picture who read “A Night Before Christmas” for his family
taken with Santa. back at ShavAir Force Base, S.C. “It makes them
“Mostly people with feel like we’re there with them in spirit.”
families showed up to  Airman Palacios said listening to all the heartfelt
do it,” Airman Palacios greetings and receiving so many words of
said. “A lot of people appreciation made him realize how important it is to
said their families are help Airmen connect with their families over the
going to watch their holiday season.
video Christmas Eve “Seeingthem smile is like a paycheck for me,” he
night.” said. “We are all far away from our home and our
While more people families.This is the least | can do for them.”




A-10s keep up fight during holidays
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Capt. Eric FlemingA-10 pilot, performs a @flight
walk-aound hee Dec. 2. Peflight checks help to
minimize the number of in-flight engencies by
catching small psblems.

Airman 1st Class Michael &#l, A-10 Thunderbolt II
crew chief, talks to the pilot of h#s-10 during engine
startup hee, Dec. 2Airman Ward helps the pilot by
acting as his eyes and ears outside therait to make
sure eveything is working poperly He is deployed ém
the 23d Aircraft Maintenance Squadn, MoodyAir
Force Base, Ga., and hailsofn Cincinnati, Ohio.

Capt. Eric FlemingAssistant Whg Weapons anddctics andA-10 |
pilot, performs a peflight inspection of a GBU-12 herDec. 2As
the pilot of the aieraft, he has the final authority to say thecaaft
and its odinance is “good to go.” Captain Fleming is deployd |
from MoodyAir Force Base, Ga., and hailsoin Philadelphia, Pa. L A e
AnA-10 Thunderbolt Il @wchief climbs the
crew ladder to assist a pilot hesrDec. 2. The
pilots, cewchiefs and aaraft all deployed
from the same unit at Moodyr Force Base,
Ga., so that they would be able to assume
duties and missions rightdm their first day

at BagramAir Field.

 Left: AnA-10 Thunderbolt Il, piloted by Capt.
Eric Fleming, pepales for takeoff at Bagram
Air Field, Afghanistan, Dec. 2. The teeth
painted on the nose of the @iaft symbolizes
_ the legacy of the fighter squanir, dating
back to the famous “Flyingigers” of WWII.
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News Briefs

COLD WEATHER GEAR

Per the USAFCENT Commander:
effective 1 Oct 08, the only au-
thorized uniform in the AOR is
ABUs (w/exception of Civil Engi-
neering AFSCs - 3E0X1, 3E0X2,
3E1X1 and 3E8X1). However,
since the cold weather months
are quickly approaching, it is im-
perative we outfit our Airmen
with the proper cold weather
gear. Because All Purpose Envi-
ronmental Clothing System
(APECS) demand continues to
outpace existing inventory and
projected production levels, the
DCU Gortex jacket w/liner and
the DCU field jacket are autho-
rized for wear with the ABU in
the AOR until 1 May 2009. Addi-
tionally, those Airmen who pro-
cess through an Army Power Pro-
jection Platform and are issued
ACU patterned cold weather gear
may wear the uniform items in-
side the wire, as determined by
their commander.

NATO MEDALS:

The NATO Medal typically takes
approx. 90 days upon arrival for
approval and distribution back to
PERSCO. PERSCO has a
spreadsheet posted to the SIPR
public drive which you can view
to see the status of your medal.
If you notice any errors, please
contact the following POCs: SSgt
Amethia Dandy or MSgt Jesse
Rouse at 431-2070/4409 or email
445EMSG.PERSCO@afghan.swa.armymiil

GOING TDY?

All Air Force members are
required to in and out-process
through PERSCO for TDYs,
Emergency Leave or R&R Leave/
Pass. The PAX terminal will not

manifest you until they have
documentation stamped from
PERSCO. All personnel assigned
to the 455th are required to
complete the AOR Travel
Authorization Memo for any type
of TDY. Please direct questions
to PERSCO, 431-4409/2070.

COMBAT PUSH

Effective 22 Dec 08, Combat Push
has extended their hours to ac-
commodate the surge. New
times are Monday, Wednesday
and Friday in the Camp
Cunningham Rec Tent from
0900L-1100L and from 2230L-
0030L. Services and PERSCO will
be available to sign outprocessing
checklists. Personnel must com-
plete their out-processing check-
list entirely, complete their Post
Deployment Health Question-
naire online and pick up their
medical records at Flight Medi-
cine/Public Health before com-
ing to Combat Push. For more in-
formation contact PERSCO, 431-
2070/4409.

COMBAT O

Combat Orientation is Thursday
at 0900Z/1330L at the Enduring
Freedom Chapel. This is a
mandatory briefing for all Air
Force personnel assigned to
Bagram Air Field. Newcomers
must attend the briefing within
a week of arrival. Accountability
is tracked and will be forwarded
to the 1st Sergeants.

NEWCOMERS INPROCESSING

All Air Force members are re-
quired to inprocess with PERSCO.
The inprocessing will start your
combat pay entitlements. If you
have been in the AOR for at least
30 days and you are not receiv-
ing combat pay, please stop by
Finance located in the tower on

Camp Cunningham. If you know
for a fact that you did not
inprocess with PERSCO, then
please visit PERSCO located in the
Pax terminal. Call PERSCO 431-
2070/4409 with any questions.

A.C.E. MEETINGS

Airmen Committed To Excellence
meets Fridays at 1700L/1230Z in
front of Town Hall. Meetings are
open to all Airmen E-1 to E-4.

ATTENTION ALL JUNIOR NCOS
The Bagram AF Route 5/6 meets
Thursdays at 1800L/1330Z at
Camp Cunningham’s Town Hall.
The meetings are open to all Air-
men in the rank of E-5 and E-6.

AFSA MEETINGS

Air Force Sergeants Association
Expeditonary Chapter 1657 holds
meetings bi-weekly on Saturdays.
The next meeting is Jan. 3 at 0800
and Jan. 17 at 1700.

EAGLECASH

All deployed personnel military,
civilian and contractors) utilizing
Air Force finance office services
within the USCENTCOM AOR are
required to have an EagleCash
Stored Value Card and highly
encouraged to use it.

Air Force
Bowl Game

The Air Force Academy
Falcons will play against the
University of Houston Cou-
gars in the 2008 Bell Heli-
copterArmed Forces Bowl
Game Dec. 31 in Fworth,
Texas.The game will be
aired live onPAFN Sports at
2030L Dec. 31.




