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TACPs provide vital link

between pilots, ground troops

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE ORGUN-E, Afghanistan
— Although they make up one of
the Air Force’s smallest career
fields, their mission leaves a huge
impact on the battlefield and can
mean life or death for troops on
the ground.

Tactical air control party
Airmen serve as liaisons between
ground commanders and pilots in
the sky to eliminate the enemy’s
threat to ground forces. They’re
responsible for the planning,
communicating and coordinating
the ground commander’s need for
CAS, or close-air support.

“While infantry is the ground
commander’s piece of the world,
he has to trust us on the
information we give him and the
air capability we can provide,”
said Tech. Sgt. Harvey
Wagenmaker, 2nd Battalion, 506th
Infantry Regiment air liaison
officer. “How much trust he has
in us is reflected on how often he
uses us.”

Their numbers bear out their
reliability to the ground force
commanders. In the last two
months here, they have controlled
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more than 100 CAS missions and
have had a substantial impact on
the munitions dropped on enemy
forces.

“[Their efforts] provide the
ground commander a valid means
to neutralize the targets while
preserving the lives of friendly
forces and the civilian populace,”
said Master Sgt. Leigh Bradley,
Combined Joint Task Force-101
TACP superintendent.

Traditionally, TACPs serve on
the frontlines alongside ground

forces, but with advances in
technology, that is not always
necessary. The two-man team
comprises one joint terminal attack
controller, or JTAC, and one radio
operator maintainer and driver, or
ROMAD. Together, operating
from a tactical operations center,
or TOC, they use advanced, real-
time full-motion video footage, to
acquire a broader view of the battle
space.

Tactical air control party Airman Tech. Sgt. Harvey Wagenmaker (from left), an air
liaison officer with the 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, stands with Army
Sgt. 1st Class James Strickland, Army Staff Sgt. Chris Summers and Army Sgt. 1st
Class William Fallin, members of the 2-506th fire effects coordination cell. TACP
Airmen serve as liaisons between Army ground commanders and pilots in the sky to
eliminate an enemy’s threat to ground forces.

See TACP, Page 2
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To ensure your smooth transition
to your home station, you must
complete a DD Form 2796, Post
Deployment Health Assessment.

The DD Form 2796 must be
completed electronically or via a
web-enabled format following
service-specific directives and using
one of the following service-specific
data systems. This link will be given
to you on your out processing
checklist.

Each individual who requires a
DD Form 2796 must be complete for
a face-to-face health assessment
(screening) with a trained health care
provider during in-theater medical
out-processing. This screening will
be completed when you report for
your unit specific medical out
processing section.

The purpose of this screening is
to review each service member’s
current health, mental health or
psychosocial issues commonly
associated with deployments, special
medications taken during the
deployment, possible deployment-
related occupational/environmental
exposures, and to discuss
deployment-related health concerns.

For more information about the
DD Form 2796 check out the
following links: www.PDHealth.mil
or www.pdhealth.mil/dcs/
post_deploy.asp

To review a sample of the DD
Form 2796 go to: http://
www.dt ic .mi l /whs/d i rect ives/
infomgt/forms/eforms/dd2796.pdf

For more information contact TF
Medical Public Health at 431-4426

Post Deployment
Health Assessment

TACP, from Page 1

Commanders must weigh the benefits of placing the TACPs
on the ground with the infantry or in the TOC, Sergeant
Wagenmaker said.

“It’ s a trade off,” he said. “In the TOC, we have better lines
of communication and access to advanced equipment that we
can’t always take with us in the field. But on the ground, we
have a better pulse of what’s going on because we’re in the
heat of battle and can make things happen.”

The TACPs have a variety of CAS options at their disposal.
Choosing the right one for the situation is a key component of
their role.

“Target destruction is a desired outcome, but it doesn’t solely
justify effectiveness,” said Sergeant Bradley, deployed from
the 19th Air Support Operations Squadron at Fort Campbell,
Ky. “CAS effectiveness can come by way of a simple show of
force.

This non-lethal mission has the ability to force the enemy
to carefully consider their mortality and allows friendly forces
to execute their combat mission without challenge.”

An example of the TACP’s impact was recently felt when
an Army convoy came under fire from enemy forces and needed
close-air support.

“We were pulling convoy security near [Afghanistan’s]
Manekandow Pass when we came in contact with heavy enemy
fire, and our lead vehicle was disabled from a close-proximity
mortar round,” said Army Staff Sgt. Chris Summers, 2-506th
Battalion targeting NCO.

When the Soldiers called for close-air support, the JTAC
requested airpower, and a Navy FA-18 Hornet arrived on station
to successfully end enemy contact with the troops, he said.

“Airpower plays a vital role in dismounted or mounted
maneuvers through hostile areas,” Sergeant Summers said.
“When CAS is on station, it greatly reduces the threat. If we
do get hit, only a handful (of enemy troops) will be brave
enough to fire knowing [aircraft are overhead].”

After a day of successfully controlling close-air support
sorties, the TACPs take pride knowing their actions saved the
lives of the Soldiers they live and bond with every day.

“It feels good having that responsibility,” said Airman 1st
Class Eric Czachor, a ROMAD deployed from the 19th ASOS.
“I’m capable of helping Soldiers in potentially hazardous
situations. I like living and working with the Army. We’re able
to develop a close bond with the Soldiers since we work in
such a small group. We understand what they bring to the table,
and they can trust in us when the time comes.”



COLD WEATHER GEAR
Per the USAFCENT Com-
mander: effective 1 Oct 08, the
only authorized uniform in the
AOR is ABUs (w/exception of Civil
Engineering AFSCs – 3E0X1,
3E0X2, 3E1X1 and 3E8X1).
However, since the cold weather
months are quickly approaching,
it is imperative we outfit our Air-
men with the proper cold weather
gear. Because All Purpose Envi-
ronmental Clothing System
(APECS) demand continues to
outpace existing inventory and
projected production levels, the
DCU Gortex jacket w/liner and
the DCU field jacket are autho-
rized for wear with the ABU in the
AOR until 1 May 2009. Addition-
ally, those Airmen who process
through an Army Power Projec-
tion Platform and are issued ACU
patterned cold weather gear may
wear the uniform items inside the
wire, as determined by their com-
mander.

NATO MEDALS:
The NATO Medal typically takes
approx. 90 days upon arrival for
approval and distribution back to
PERSCO.  PERSCO has a
spreadsheet posted to the SIPR
public drive which you can view
to see the status of your medal.
If you notice any errors, please
contact the following POCs: SSgt
Amethia Dandy or MSgt Jesse
Rouse at 431-2070/4409 or email
445EMSG.PERSCO@afghan.swa.army.mil

GOING TDY?
All Air Force members are
required to in and out-process
through PERSCO for TDYs,
Emergency Leave or R&R Leave/
Pass.  The PAX terminal will not

News Briefs manifest you until they have
documentation stamped from
PERSCO.  All personnel assigned
to the 455th are required to
complete the AOR Travel
Authorization Memo for any type
of TDY.  Please direct questions
to PERSCO, 431-4409/2070.

COMBAT PUSH
Effective 22 Dec 08, Combat
Push has extended their hours to
accommodate the surge.  New
times are Monday, Wednesday
and Friday in the Camp
Cunningham Rec Tent from
0900L-1100L and from 2230L-
0030L.  Services and PERSCO
will be available to sign
outprocessing checklists. Person-
nel must complete their out-pro-
cessing checklist entirely, com-
plete their Post Deployment
Health Questionnaire online and
pick up their medical records at
Flight Medicine/Public Health be-
fore coming to Combat Push. For
more information contact
PERSCO, 431-2070/4409.

COMBAT O
Combat Orientation is Thursday
at 0900Z/1330L at the Enduring
Freedom Chapel.  This is a
mandatory briefing for all Air
Force personnel assigned to
Bagram Air Field.  Newcomers
must attend the briefing within a
week of arrival. Accountability is
tracked and will be forwarded to
the 1st Sergeants.

NEWCOMERS INPROCESSING
All Air Force members are re-
quired to inprocess with
PERSCO.  The inprocessing will
start your combat pay entitle-
ments.  If you have been in the
AOR for at least 30 days and you
are not receiving combat pay,
please stop by Finance located in

the tower on Camp Cunningham.
If you know for a fact that you did
not inprocess with PERSCO,  then
visit PERSCO located in the Pax
terminal. Call PERSCO 431-2070/
4409 with any questions.

A.C.E. MEETINGS
Airmen Committed To Excellence
meets Fridays at 1700L/1230Z in
front of Town Hall. Meetings are
open to all Airmen E-1 to E-4.

ATTENTION ALL JUNIOR NCOS
The Bagram AF Route 5/6 meets
Thursdays at 1800L/1330Z at
Camp Cunningham’s Town Hall.
The meetings are open to all Air-
men in the rank of E-5 and E-6.

AFSA MEETINGS
Air Force Sergeants Association
Expeditonary Chapter 1657 holds
meetings bi-weekly on Saturdays.
The next meeting is Jan. 3 at 0800
and Jan. 17 at 1700.

EAGLECASH
All deployed personnel (military,
civilian and contractors) utilizing
Air Force finance office services
within the USCENTCOM AOR are
required to have an EagleCash
Stored Value Card and highly
encouraged to use it.  Additionally,
the Bagram Finance Office has
set-up a full-service EagleCash
Card Center at the Friday Bagram
Bazaar for your use. Sign-up for
your EagleCash Card today.

IMMUNIZATIONS
Are your immunizations up to
date? Active duty members are
required to stay current on all im-
munizations during their deploy-
ment. Report to your nearest
medical treatment facility to check
your status and get vaccinated.
For qustions, contact TF Med
Public Health.


