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Afghan media learn about close air support

By Saff Sgt. Rachel Martinez
455thAir ExpeditionaryWing

BAGRAM AIR FIELD,
Afghanistan — The 455thAir
ExpeditionanyVing, together with
the Bagram Media Operations
Center hosted its firstAfghan
media day Jan. 5.

Fourteen journalists and
cameramen from variousfghan
news agencies received an uf
close look at close air support i
Afghanistan, complete with tours

of the F-15E 8ike Eagle and the - =

A-10Thunderbolt Il and a briefing Brig. Gen. Mike Holmes, 455&ir Expeditionay Wng commandetakes a question
from anAfghan epotter during Afghan Media Day her Jan. 5. Following the

generals briefing on close air supppmany epotters asked about th&r Forces

effort to minimize civilian casualties.

from Brig. Gen. Mike Holmes, media had not been engaged like
455thAEW commander this before,” saidArmy Capt.
According to General Holmes Jennifer Martin, from the Bagram
the conflict inAfghanistan is just Media Operations Centeflt’s
as much an information war as iteally important we engage the
is a kinetic one. Department ofAfghan media because we’re in
Defense Publiéffairs strives to their country They need to
provide timely and accurateunderstand what we are doing,
information; however succeedindhow we are doing it, where we are
at the information war becomes @oing it and how it décts them.”
challenge when competing with  The BMOC hosted multiple
an enemy who is not concernedfghan media days in the past
with facts. Since the insgents are yeat however this was the first
good at getting their story out, intime the event focused on air
. . order for balanced media coverageower The days events were
Capt. “Curly,” a weapons systems. . . . .
officer explains some of the feagsrof it becomes essential for U.S. anthtended to provide the media
the F-15E Bike Eagle to a goup of Coalition forces to engage the localepresentatives with a better

Afghan epoters duringAfghan Media media.
Day hee Jan. 5. “To our knowledge, thafghan SeeMEDIA, Page 3




Wing recognizes promotees, award winners

BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Afghanistan — Performers in théirman, NCO, Senior NCO,
Members of the 455tlAir ExpeditionaryWing Company Grade @€er and civilian categories for
honored the wing newest promotees, top performeiBecemberThe winners in their respective category
and outstanding contributor during the monthhyere:

recognition ceremony here Jan. 1. Outstanding Contributor: Petty Oficer 1st Class
The January promotees were: Dariuz Dzuira, 455th Expeditionary Operations
ToAirman 1st Class: Daniel Camacho. Group.

To Senior Airman: Scott BueckerCasey Carroll, Airman of the Month: SeniorAirman James
Patrick Cross, Samantha Daniels, Dustin Hartje, Capbrynski, 755ttAir Expeditionary Group.
Muncy, Bryan Popke, Rhianna Rahsheed, DevinNCO of the Month: Staff Sgt.Anthony Robbins,
Taylor, RobertWebber MatthewWierzba and Erman 455th EOG
Wray. Senior NCO of the Month: Master Sgt. Jeremy
To Saff Sergeant: David Cook, Joel Duprey Unterseher755thAEG.
James EpleyPaul Humphries, Brandon McCurley CGO of the Month: 2nd Lt. John Legloahec,
Cody Murray Daniel Norkus, Frances Pineda, Shawtb5thAEG.
Rohde, Jerry Simpson, Jefy Swaford, Travis  Civilian of the Month: Mr. Keith Harris, 455th
Swanson and JohNernke. EOG
To Technical Sergeant: Charles Crawford, Finally, the wing recognized its t&t Right, Finish
Roberto Gonzalez, Jefry Lapanne and BrianStrong” honoreesThis category recognizésrmen
Ororke. who have best exemplified the wisghnotto.The
To Master Sergeant: Alexander Bryant, Richard honorees were:
Ellison, Anthony Mathews, Christopher Prommier — SeniorAirman Shamika McNair455th
Donna Rbicky and Paul Sassenber Expeditionary Medical Group
To Senior Master Sergeant: William Cash and — Tech. SgtTimothy Beachy755thAEG
Donald Hawk. — Master Sgt. Carl&Vest, 455th Expeditionary
To Captain: Jodi Danter an@homas Naughton. Maintenance Group
To Lieutenant Colonel: Jon Julian. — Capt.Amanda Hutchinson, 455th EOG
TheWing also recognized its best of the best for — Maj. Brian McCullagh, 455th Expeditionary
outstanding contributor outside the wing andTfibe Mission Support Group

Post Deployment Health Assessment

Redeploying individuals must  The purpose of this screening isollowing links:
complete a DD Form 2796, Posto review each service memb&r www.PDHealth.mil or
Deployment HealtAssessment. current health, mental health owww.pdhealth.mil/dcs/
The DD Form 2796 must bepsychosocial issues commonlyost_deploysp
completed electronically or viaassociated with deployments, To review a sample of the DD
a web-enabled format. special medications taken durindcForm 2796 go to:http://

Each individual who requiresthe  deployment,  possiblewwwdtic.mil/whs/diectives/
a DD Form 2796 must bedeployment-related occupationalinfomgt/forms/eforms/
complete for a face-to-faceenvironmental exposures, and tdd2796.pdf
health assessment (screeningliscuss deployment-related health For more information contact
with a trained health careconcerns. TF Medical Public Health at
provider during in-theater For more information about the431-4426
medical out-processing. DD Form 2796 check out the
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understanding of how the 4558EW executes its
close air support mission.

“A lot of coverage is slanted in a negative natu
against us,” saidrmy 1st Lt. Meagan Newsom of
the BMOC. “It's not that they are trying to make
look bad but how can they report fairly on somethi
they dont fully understand?”

As the media representatives had a chance to

the jets up close and ask questions, they gainel® ; F
bettJer I‘ldperstandin fCAqS tion y 9 Lt. Col. Deek Oaks, anA-10 Thunderbolt Il pilot, is
u go execution. interviewed by aepotter from the Kabul division of BBC heer

“There are many Ci\_/i”an casualty concerns, bugin. 5 As pat of Afighan Media Daylocal repotters had a
have learned how th&r Force tries to avoid it and chance to see fighter airaft up close, intesiew air cew and

how much they make the aircraftesftive in fighting learn abogt f[he 455tir Expeditionay Wng's close air

the insugents,” said Sharif Khoram, akfghan SUPPOrt mission.

reporter withAgence Free Press Newgency “It they tell it best.”

was all explained to me.” Before ending media da@eneral Holmes thanked
With plans for additionaAfghan media days andthe group for their time and interest in &ieForce.

more engagement with local news agencies, the 455tPAs a wing, we are proud and happy to host a

AEW and BMOC hope to build trust among theedia day the general said. “The media helps us

Afghan population through media coverage on the our job by keeping us in check and reporting on

U.S. and coalition missions. what we do. I8 important the people Afghanistan
“We want (the media) to know so they can go oumderstand how we operate, how we are here to help

and tell theAfghan people what th&ir Force is here - and the media plays a key role in accomplishing

to do,” said Lieutenant Newsom. ‘dtvery important that.”

to tell the coalition story through tiAdghan eyes -

Above:A repott from Noorin TYan
Afghan television station, asks a
weapons systems officer a question
about the F-15E t®ike Eagle
capabilities duringAfghan Media
Day hee Jan. 5.

Left: Capt. Dm Wenz, 455thAir
Expeditionay Wing public affairs
officer, briefsAfghan media on close
air suppot while an F-15E 8ike
agle is disarmed in the baclgmd.




News Briefs

COLD WEATHER GEAR

Per the USAFCENT Com-
mander: effective 1 Oct 08, the
only authorized uniform in the
AOR is ABUs (w/exception of Civil
Engineering AFSCs — 3E0X1,
3E0X2, 3E1X1 and 3E8X1).
However, since the cold weather
months are quickly approaching,
it is imperative we outfit our Air-
men with the proper cold weather
gear. Because All Purpose Envi-
ronmental Clothing System
(APECS) demand continues to
outpace existing inventory and
projected production levels, the
DCU Gortex jacket w/liner and
the DCU field jacket are autho-
rized for wear with the ABU in the
AOR until 1 May 2009. Addition-
ally, those Airmen who process
through an Army Power Projec-
tion Platform and are issued ACU
patterned cold weather gear may
wear the uniform items inside the
wire, as determined by their com-
mander.

NATO MEDALS:

The NATO Medal typically takes
approx. 90 days upon arrival for
approval and distribution back to
PERSCO. PERSCO has a
spreadsheet posted to the SIPR
public drive which you can view
to see the status of your medal.
If you notice any errors, please
contact the following POCs: SSgt
Amethia Dandy or MSgt Jesse
Rouse at 431-2070/4409 or email

445EMSGPERSCO@alghensnaamymi

GOING TDY?

All Air Force members are
required to in and out-process
through PERSCO for TDYs,
Emergency Leave or R&R Leave/
Pass. The PAX terminal will not

manifest you until they have
documentation stamped from
PERSCO. All personnel assigned
to the 455th are required to
complete the AOR Travel
Authorization Memao for any type
of TDY. Please direct questions
to PERSCO, 431-4409/2070.

COMBAT PUSH

Effective 22 Dec 08, Combat
Push has extended their hours to
accommodate the surge. New
times are Monday, Wednesday
and Friday in the Camp
Cunningham Rec Tent from
0900L-1100L and from 2230L-
0030L. Services and PERSCO
will be available to sign
outprocessing checklists. Person-
nel must complete their out-pro-
cessing checklist entirely, com-
plete their Post Deployment
Health Questionnaire online and
pick up their medical records at
Flight Medicine/Public Health be-
fore coming to Combat Push. For
more information contact
PERSCO, 431-2070/44089.

COMBAT O

Combat Orientation is Thursday
at 0900Z/1330L at the Enduring
Freedom Chapel. This is a
mandatory briefing for all Air
Force personnel assigned to
Bagram Air Field. Newcomers
must attend the briefing within a
week of arrival. Accountability is
tracked and will be forwarded to
the 1st Sergeants.

NEWCOMERS INPROCESSING
All Air Force members are re-
quired to inprocess with
PERSCO. The inprocessing will
start your combat pay entitle-
ments. If you have been in the
AOR for at least 30 days and you
are not receiving combat pay,
please stop by Finance located in

the tower on Camp Cunningham.
If you know for a fact that you did
not inprocess with PERSCO, then
visit PERSCO located in the Pax
terminal. Call PERSCO 431-2070/
4409 with any questions.

A.C.E. MEETINGS

Airmen Committed To Excellence
meets Fridays at 1700L/1230Z in
front of Town Hall. Meetings are
open to all Airmen E-1 to E-4.

ATTENTIONALL JUNIOR NCOS
The Bagram AF Route 5/6 meets
Thursdays at 1800L/1330Z at
Camp Cunningham’s Town Hall.
The meetings are open to all Air-
men in the rank of E-5 and E-6.

AFSA MEETINGS

Air Force Sergeants Association
Expeditonary Chapter 1657 holds
meetings bi-weekly on Saturdays.
The next meeting is Jan. 17 at
1700.

EAGLECASH

All deployed personnel (military,
civilian and contractors) utilizing

Air Force finance office services

within the USCENTCOM AOR are
required to have an EagleCash
Stored Value Card and highly
encouraged to use it. Additionally,
the Bagram Finance Office has
set-up a full-service EagleCash
Card Center at the Friday Bagram
Bazaar for your use. Sign-up for
your EagleCash Card today.

IMMUNIZATIONS

Are your immunizations up to
date? Active duty members are
required to stay current on all im-
munizations during their deploy-
ment. Report to your nearest
medical treatment facility to check
your status and get vaccinated.
For gustions, contact TF Med
Public Health.



