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PRT members celebrate Panjshir Valley bridge project success

By Maj. Kimberly Garbett
Task Force Warrior

BAGRAM AIRFIELD,Afghanistan
— More than 100 Afghans and Panjshir
Provincial ~ Reconstruction ~ Team
members attended the ribbon-cutting
ceremony of the new $180,000 Bakshi
Khiel Bridge in Rokha District, Panjshir
province, Jan. 26.

OnJune 27,2007,a flash flood ravaged
parts of Rokha District, destroying
the previous structure and killing 20
people when their bus washed off the
Molakhel road, said Panjshir Governor
Haji Bahlol Bahej, as he recounted the
history and significance of the new
Bakshii Khiel Bridge.

“The people of Rokha are happy to
have this new bridge complete, ensuring
safe travel for cars, buses and even big
trucks through Rokha and the Panjshir
Valley,” said Aqtilla Mohmadi, a village
resident and local business owner. “We
hope it will also help with our businesses
here, since more (people) can come
through here safely, even during the
spring and summer flood season.”

US. Air Force 1st. Lt. Dustin
Koslowsky, Panjshir PRT engineer,
believes the new bridge means good
things for the villagers of Rokha.

“The bridge was designed to provide a
safe and reliable crossing in a potentially
hazardous area,” Koslowsky said.

Koslowsky is part of the PRT’s
engineering team who helped finalize
work on the bridge with the local
contractors to ensure the new bridges
stability.

'This new bridge not only benefits the
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Panjshir Provincial Governor Hajii Bahlol, Army Col. Scott A.
Spellmon, Task Force Warrior commander, Tom Kelsey, Panjshir
Provincial Reconstruction team director, and Air Force Lt. Col. Mark
Stratton, Panjshir PRT commander, celebrate the opening of the
Bakshi Khel Bridge in Rokha District, Panjshir province, Jan. 26. A
flash flood destroyed the previous bridge in mid-2007.

village of Rokha, it benefits the entire
province, said Governor Haji Bahlol.

“Road  construction,  specifically
the Bakshi Khiel Bridge, is critical to
Panjshir’s — and Afghanistan’s — social
and economic development,”said Army
Col. Scott A. Spellmon, Task Force
Warrior commander. “This bridge is a
critical piece, helping ensure the road
being built through the Panjshir Valley
continues — and is safe and accessible
— all the way through the province,” he
said.

The completion of the bridge,

Spellmon  emphasized is a true
testament to what is possible with good
leadership and vision.

“We will not allow the Taliban, anti-
Afghan or anti-coalition forces into
Panjshir; the people will not tolerate
them in their homes — their valley, or on
their new roads,” Bahlol said. “The PRT
worked hard to get this project worked
from start to finish; we all thank them
for all of their hard work. This will be a
better roadway for the cars and a better
walkway for the safety of all the people
traveling through Panjshir.”



Bagram hosts first expeditionary aerial port squadron in theater

By Staff Sgt. Jason Lake
455th Air Expeditionary Wing

Officials at Bagram Air Field activated the first expeditionary
aerial port squadron in the region during a squadron activation
and assumption of command ceremony Jan. 29.

Lt. Col. Frank Flores received the new 455th Expeditionary
Aerial Port Squadron guidon from Col. Patricia Searcy, 455th
Expeditionary Mission Support Group commander, in front of
senior leaders and Airmen from the 455th Air Expeditionary

several one-year leadership positions that will go into effect this
summer with the goal of improving continuity and experience
shared within the squadron.

Chief Master Sgt. John Heasley, deployed from McChord
Air Force Base, Wash., is filling one of the new leadership
positions that will become a one year billet this summer, as the
455th EAPS Air Terminal Manager.

Colonel Flores said the chief was hand picked for the job
based on his experience coordinating airlift operations for
Operation Iraqi Freedom.
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“This is a unified team of
civilians, active duty, guard,
and reserve personnel,”
said Colonel Flores shortly
after taking command of
the new squadron. “They
are unified in mission and
purpose. [We are] one
team, one port.”

The expansion of the
aerial port flight to a
squadron comes on the
cusp of a new strategy
outlined by President
Barack H. Obama and
Secretary of Defense
Robert M. Gates to
dramatically increase
American military forces
in Afghanistan within 18
months.

The  squadron  of |
approximately 100 active
duty, Air Force Reserve,
Air  National Guard, |
Defense Department |
civilians and contractors
handles everything from
aircraft load planning and
cargo palletizing to air
terminal operations and
passenger service.

“Oursquadron separated
from the logistic readiness
squadron so thatwe could focus entirely on aerial port operations,
increase our throughput capacity and maximize the efficiency
of our processes and capabilities here,” explained Colonel Flores
who is deployed from Pope Air Force Base, N.C.

'The lieutenant colonel said the new 455th EAPS includes

Jan. 29.

Col. Patricia Searcy, 455th Expeditionary Mission Support
Group commander, hands over the 455th Expeditionary Aerial
Port Squadron guidon to Lt. Col. Frank Flores (right) during an
assumption of command and squadron activation ceremony

“He hasabout five years
of deployed experience
supporting  Operations
Iragi  Freedom and
Enduring Freedom and
is credited with setting
aerial port operations at
seven bases in the area of
responsibility,”  Colonel
Flores explained.

ChiefHeasley,a27-year
Air Force veteran, said
his goal is to standardize
the use of airframes to
personnel  and
i equipment throughout
¥\ the theater.
| “[In December] we
moved 4,000 more
passengersand5,000tons
more cargo using 300 less
aircraft,” explained Chief
Heasley. “The faster we
.| can get troops processed
through the system, the
faster we can get troops
down range ? like turn-
style airlift.”

Maj. James Dickey,
455th EAPS operations
officer deployed from
Carswell Feld, Texas,
added that the squadron,
which acts as a central
hub for operations
within Afghanistan, has moved more than 25,000 passengers
and 12,000 tons of cargo in January - more than a 50 percent
workload increase than last year.

“We’re moving as much, if not more, passengers and cargo as

major ports like [ Joint Base] Balad, Iraq,” he said.

move

Air Force/Senior Airman Erik Cardenas

NEWS BRIEFS

COLD WEATHER GEAR: Per the USAFCENT
Commander: the only authorized uniform in the AOR is
ABUs (w/exception of Civil Engineering AFSCs — 3E0X1,
3E0X2, 3E1X1 and 3E8X1). However, because All Purpose
Environmental Clothing System (APECS) demand continues
to outpace existing inventory and projected production levels,
the DCU Gortex jacket w/liner and the DCU field jacket are
authorized for wear with the ABU in the AOR until May 1.
Additionally, those Airmen who process through an Army
Power Projection Platform and are issued ACU patterned cold
weather gear may wear the uniform items inside the wire, as
determined by their commander.

NATO MEDALS: The NATO Medal typically takes
approx. 90 days upon arrival for approval and distribution back
to PERSCO. PERSCO has a spreadsheet posted to the SIPR
public drive which you can view to see the status of your medal.
If you notice any errors, please contact the following POCs:

SSgt Amethia Dandy or MSgt Jesse Rouse at 431-2070/4409
or email 445EMSG.PERSCO®@afghan.swa.army.mil

GOING TDY: All Air Force members are required to in and
out-process through PERSCO for TDYs, Emergency Leave
or R&R Leave/Pass. The PAX terminal will not manifest
you until they have documentation stamped from PERSCO.

All personnel assigned to the 455th are required to complete
the AOR Travel Authorization Memo for any type of TDY.
Please direct questions to PERSCO, 431-4409/2070.

COMBAT PUSH: Combat Push hours have changed to
Monday, Wednesday and Friday in the Camp Cunningham
Recreation Tent from 0900L-1000L and from 2230L-2330L.
Services and PERSCO will be available to sign outprocessing
checklists. Personnel must complete their out-processing
checklist entirely, complete their Post Deployment Health
Questionnaire online and pick up their medical records at
Flight Medicine/Public Health before coming to Combat
Push. For more information contact PERSCO at 431-4409.

COMBAT O: Combat Orientation is Thursday at
0930Z/1400L at the Enduring Freedom Chapel. 'This is
a mandatory briefing for all Air Force personnel assigned
to Bagram Air Field. Accountability is tracked and will be
forwarded to the first sergeants.

NEWCOMERS INPROCESSING: All Air Force
members are required to inprocess with PERSCO. The
inprocessing will start your combat pay entitlements. If you

have been in the AOR for at least 30 days and you are not
receiving combat pay, please stop by Finance located in the
tower on Camp Cunningham. If you know for a fact that you
did not inprocess with PERSCO, please visit PERSCO located
in the passenger terminal. Call PERSCO 431-2070/4409 with

any questions.

MEO CONTACT INFO: The Camp Cunningham
Military Equal Opportunity Office at Bldg. 726 can be reached
by calling 481-6226 or call the Air Force Discrimination/Sexual
Harrassment Hotline at 1-866-229-7074.

A.C.E. MEETINGS: Airmen Committed To Excellence
meets Fridays at 1700L/1230Z in front of Town Hall. Meetings
are open to all Airmen E-1 to E-4.

JUNIOR NCOS: The Bagram AF Route 5/6 meets
Thursdays at 1800L/1330Z at Camp Cunningham Wing
Conference Room. The meetings are open to all Airmen in the
rank of E-5 and E-6. For more information, call SSgt Keya
Gipson at 431-3259.

AFSA MEETINGS: Air Force Sergeants Association
Expeditionary Chapter 1657 holds meetings bi-weekly on
Saturdays. The next meeting is Jan. 31 at 0800 at the Town
Hall.

EAGLE CASH: All deployed personnel (military, civilian
and contractors) utilizing Air Force finance office services
within the USCENTCOM AOR are required to have an
EagleCash Stored Value Card and highly encouraged to use
it. Additionally, the Bagram Finance Office has set-up a full-
service EagleCash Card Center at the Friday Bagram Bazaar
for your use. Sign-up for your EagleCash Card today.

IMMUNIZATIONS: Are your immunizations up to
date? Active duty members are required to stay current on
all immunizations during their deployment. Report to your
nearest medical treatment facility to check your status and get

vaccinated. For questions, contact Task Force Medical Public
Health.

WELLNESS: ABS workouts are held Monday through
Saturday at the K-span fitness center beginning at 1215L.
Personal Combative Self Defense classes are held Monday and
Wednesday at the K-span fitness center beginning at 1800L.



