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Master Sgt. Todd Davis 
has his ‘sites’ on Afghanistan’s 
future. 

With his notepad, digital 
camera, and 65-pounds of 
body armor, the civil engineer 
assigned to the Kapisa/Parwan 
Provincial Reconstruction 
Team at Bagram Air Field 
talks with a local foreman 
about progress on Masab 
High School near the city of 
Mahmood Raqi. 

The foreman reassures the 
13-year Air Force veteran that 
the two-week-old construction 
project is on schedule and the 
workers are proud they are 
improving the infrastructure 
in their community. 

“Is the contractor giving 
you the tools you need? Do 
your workers get enough 
water to drink while they are 
working?” Sergeant Davis 
asks as he takes notes from 
the PRT team’s translator, 
“Alemi,” who interprets the 
foreman’s answers. 

After a 10-minute 
discussion with the foreman, 
Sergeant Davis and a small 
group of PRT members walk 
around the site and talk with 
some of the workers digging 
the school’s foundation. 

Sergeant Davis pulls out his 
digital camera and documents 
the progress made at the site 
since his last visit March 7. 

“There are so many 
different projects that I have 
to re-familiarize myself with 
each project,” Sergeant Davis 
explained. “I sit down once a 
week and review my project 
folders to get up to speed on 
what’s going on before the 
next visit.” 

The Kapisa/Parwan PRT is 
one of six U.S. Air Force-led 
teams within Afghanistan. 

Currently the team is 

working on 58 projects, 
which include building new 
schools, roads, bridges and 
medical clinics in nearby 
neighborhoods. 

For Sergeant Davis, that 
means traveling outside the 
wire several times per week. 

“I’ve been on roughly 40 
missions since I got here in 
November,” said the Troy, Ill.-
native. 

After making a similar site 
visit to a gravel-crushing plant, 
the team stops to inspect a 
bridge that had been booby 
trapped with mines a month 

before. 
“This is where we found 

them,” Sergeant Davis said 
as he sloshed through a small 
stream running beneath the 
small concrete bridge. “The 
detonation wires still hadn’t 
been connected, so we got to 
it before [insurgents] could 
use them.” 

But Sergeant Davis, who 
also served as a turret gunner 
on this particular mission, 
has become familiar with 
life outside the comforts of a 
main base. 

See SITES, next page

Civil engineer sets ‘sites’ on Afghanistan’s future

Master Sgt. Todd Davis, Kapisa/Parwan Provincial Reconstruction Team civil engineer and 
pay agent, takes photos to document progress made by contractors hired to build a new 
high school for students in Mahmood Raqi, Afghanistan, March 14. 
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In 2008, he deployed to Iraq as a RED HORSE 
engineer at Forward Operating Base Hammer building 
an Iraqi Army training school for civil engineers dubbed 
the “Village of Hope.” As soon as the school got up 
and running, Sergeant Davis took on the role of course 
instructor for several months. 

“The difference between the work here and the work 
in Iraq is that in Iraq, we did all the handiwork,” he said. 
“Here, we provide quality assurance for local workers to 
make sure our government gets what it pays for.” 

Over the past year, U.S. and coalition forces have 
contributed nearly $7 million dollars toward construction 
projects and employment of local workers in the two 
northeastern provinces. But Sergeant Davis admits that 
work has not been easy. 

Continued on next page

Members of the Kapisa/Parwan PRT pass local villagers on the way to their first objective of the day - 
Masab High School construction site. More than a dozen PRT members convoyed outside Bagram’s gates 
to visit the school site and two other major constrcution projects - a gravel crushing plant and a new 
ministry of education facility.  

Master Sgt. Todd Davis talks with the foreman at a gravel 
crushing plant near Mahmood Raqi.



Air Force/Staff Sgt. Jason Lake

Capt. Patrick Kolesiak, Panjshir Provincial Reconstruction Team chief engineer, shares information about Pyawusht 
village with Brig. Gen. Mike Holmes, 455th Air Expeditionary Wing commander, during a visit to the Pyawusht basic 
health clinic, March 8. General Holmes, accompanied by Chief Master Sgt. Dennis Vannorsdall, 455th command chief 
master sergeant, and 755th Air Expeditionary Group leadership, came to Forward Operating Base Lion to talk with 
Airmen and see projects in the neighborhoods they are working to improve. The visit is one of General Holmes’ last 
regular visits to FOBs as he is slated to relinquish command of the 455th AEW to Col. Steve Kwast next month.

Bagram leaders visit Airmen, Soldiers at FOB Lion

In addition to security concerns, some 
projects have been complicated by cultural 
differences, local bureaucracy and lack of 
experience with precision tools. 

But the seasoned CE veteran deployed 
here from Whiteman Air Force Base, 
Mo., said it’s an opportunity to share his 
knowledge in construction. 

“It can be challenging sometimes 
dealing with issues that some projects 
expose, but we’re changing our tactics to 
ensure stricter contractor accountability,” 
explained Sergeant Davis, who’s also the 
team’s payment agent for contractors. 

Sergeant Davis remains confident that 
the work he and his team are doing here 
is making a difference. 

“We want the projects to be built 
the best way possible so they are safe 
and provide a long-term benefit to the 
Afghan people,” he said.

Army Sgt. Bradley Yingling, squad leader for the PRT, provides security be-
side the convoy as Soldiers and Airmen check a nearby bridge for damage 
and potential booby traps. Last month, the same bridge was mined by insur-
gents, but they were discovered before detonators could be connected.



NATO MEDALS:  The NATO Medal typically takes 
approx. 90 days upon arrival for approval and distribution back 
to PERSCO. PERSCO has a spreadsheet posted to the SIPR 
public drive which you can view to see the status of your medal.  
If you notice any errors, please contact the following POCs: 
Staff Sgts. Melinda Rowe, Lauren Taylor or Master Sgt. Carey 
Lambert at 431-2070/4409 or email 445EMSG.PERSCO@
afghan.swa.army.mil

GOING TDY:  All Air 
Force members are required 
to in and out-process through 
PERSCO for TDYs, 
Emergency Leave or R&R 
Leave/Pass.  The PAX terminal 
will not manifest you until they 
have documentation stamped 
from PERSCO. All personnel 
assigned to the 455th are 
required to complete the AOR 
Travel Authorization Memo 
for any type of TDY.  Please 
direct questions to PERSCO, 
431-4409/2070.

COMBAT O: Combat 
Orientation is Thursday 
at 0930Z/1400L at the 
Enduring Freedom Chapel.  
This is a mandatory briefing 
for all Air Force personnel 
assigned to Bagram Air Field.  
Accountability is tracked and 
will be forwarded to the first 
sergeants.

COMBAT PUSH:  Combat Push hours are Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday in the Camp Cunningham Recreation 
Tent from 0900L-1000L and from 2230L-2330L. Services 
and PERSCO will be available to sign outprocessing checklists. 
Personnel must complete their out-processing checklist entirely, 
complete their Post Deployment Health Questionnaire online 
and pick up their medical records at Flight Medicine/Public 
Health before coming to Combat Push. For more information 
contact PERSCO at 431-4409.

NEWCOMERS INPROCESSING:  All Air Force members 

are required to inprocess with PERSCO.  The inprocessing will start 
your combat pay entitlements.  If you have been in the AOR for at 
least 30 days and you are not receiving combat pay, visit Finance in 
the crow’s nest tower on Camp Cunningham. If you know for a fact 
that you did not inprocess with PERSCO, please visit PERSCO 
located in the passenger terminal. Call PERSCO 431-2070/4409 
with any questions.

MEO CONTACT INFO:  The Camp Cunningham 
Military Equal Opportunity 
Office at Bldg. 726 can be 
reached by calling 481-
6226 or call the Air Force 
Discrimination/Sexual 
Harrassment Hotline at 1-
866-229-7074.

A.C.E. MEETINGS:  
Airmen Committed To 
Excellence meets Fridays at 
1700L/1230Z at the Camp 
Cunningham recreation 
tent are open to all Airmen 
E-1 to E-4. 

JUNIOR NCOS:  The 
Bagram AF Route 5/6 meets 
Thursdays at 1800L/1330Z 
at the Camp Cunningham 
Wing Conference Room. 
Meetings are open to all 
Airmen in the rank of E-5 and 
E-6. For more information, 
call SSgt Keya Gipson at 
431-3259.

AFSA MEETINGS:  Air Force Sergeants Association 
Expeditionary Chapter 1657 holds meetings bi-weekly on 
Saturdays. The next meeting is Jan. 31 at 0800 at the Town Hall.

EAGLE CASH:  All deployed personnel (military, civilian 
and contractors) utilizing Air Force finance office services 
within the USCENTCOM AOR are required to have an 
EagleCash Stored Value Card and highly encouraged to use 
it.  Additionally, the Bagram Finance Office has set-up a full-
service EagleCash Card Center at the Friday Bagram Bazaar 
for your use. Sign-up for your EagleCash Card today.

NEWS BRIEFS

Air Force/Senior Airman Erik Cardenas

Force Protection Airmen keep watchful eye
Airman 1st Class Linae Totten, 455th Expeditionary Civil 
Engineer Squadron force protection flight, escort third 
country nationals as well as local workers at Bagram Air 
Field, Afghanistan, March 12. There are approximately 
70 Airmen that escort anywhere from 75 to 100 TCN’s 
on any given day. 


