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Meersman new shepherd of 755th AEG

By Tech. Sgt. John Jung
455th Air Expeditionary
Wing Public Affairs

The 755th Air Expe-
ditionary Group’s
motto in Latin is “Ne
Tradate Ovis” — Pro-
tect the flock. On July
6, the 755th AEG’s
new shepherd took
command of the flock.

Colonel James
Meersman arrives to
command the 755th
AEG from the Defense
Logistics Agency, Fort
Belvior, Va.

In a brief speech,
Col. Steven Kwast,
455th Air Expedition-
ary Wing commander
challenged Col. Meers-
man with a difficult
but rare opportunity to

“You are
all heroes
in your
own right.”
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Colonel Steven Kwast, 455th Air Expeditionary Wing commander, hands the guidon to Col.
James Meersman, who takes command of the 755th Air Expeditionary Group during an
assumption of command ceremony, here July 6. (U.S. Air Force photo/SrA Felicia Juenke)

lead while under fire.
“The 755th is truly at
the center of gravity in
victory in this conflict.
Colonel Meersman,
you take on the care of
a group of Airmen that
are fighting for the
hearts and souls of the
Afghan people. It is
very unusual and ex-
traordinary to take

command in combat...
you can count on very
few digits how many
people get to take com-
mand in combat and to
lead at your level at
the tip of the sword.”
After the execution
of the assumption of
command order, Col.
Meersman made his
brief remarks. “I'm

really humbled to take
the [755th AEG] gui-
don. I personally want
to thank each of you
and your families for
the sacrifices you are
making as JET [Joint
Expeditionary Task-
ing] Airmen because
this is not easy.

See AEG, next page




AEG

You are all heroes in your own
right,” said Col. Meersman of
the men and women now under
his command.

The 755th AEG provides op-
erational and administrative
control of more than 1,600 Air-
men at more than 40 locations
across Afghanistan.

The unit's mission is to pro-

vide supervision and opera-
tional direction to all Airmen
assigned to Army or Joint or-
ganizations through Joint Expe-
ditionary Taskings. Addition-
ally, the group supports Inter-
national Security Assistance
Force operations with essential
resources to strengthen security
and build a solid infrastructure
for Afghanistan.

The 755th AEG is comprised
of Airmen from more than 130
Air Force Specialty Codes in-

cluding security forces, explo-
sive ordinance disposal, civil
engineering, contracting, com-
munications, medical, intelli-
gence, legal and logistics sup-
port to train local officials and
rebuild the country.

In May 2009, the group added
four squadrons to support the
growing number of Airmen de-
ploying with Provincial Recon-
struction Teams, Embedded
Training Teams and Brigade
Support Teams.

USAF rescue aids in ‘Golden Hour’ recovery of coalition forces

by Staff Sgt. Stacia Zachary, USAFCENT Combat Camera Team

CAMP BASTION, Afghanistan — Racing against
the clock, rescue flights launch into action to re-

and local nationals.
"As Air Force rescue crews, we use our personnel

trieve wounded servicemembers and other battle- recovery and combat search and rescue skill-set to

field casualties. As the helicopters hover over a

hostile area, the
Guardian Angel
team rushes out
to retrieve the
wounded - often
risking their own
lives "so that
others may live."
The 129th Ex-
peditionary Res-
cue Squadron
here responds to
emergency medi-
cal evacuation
calls within Hel-
mand province.
The detachment
covers the dual
role of providing
casualty evacua-
tion and person-

nel recovery/combat search and rescue in the Hel-
mand province. They support Regional Command
South, responding to calls for U.S. and coalition
forces as well as Afghan National Security Force
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An HH-60G Pave Hawk takes off from Camp Bastion, Afghanistan, recently.
The HH-60G is manned by Airmen of the 129th Expeditionary Rescue Squad-
ron. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Shawn Weismiller)

officers.

conduct CASEVAC quicker and better than any-

one in theater,"
said Maj. Matt
Wenthe, 129th
ERQS detach-
ment com-
mander.

The rescue
squadron is
made up of more
than 60 person-
nel and HH-60G
Pave-Hawks.
The rescue flight
consists of two
helicopters, each
with a pilot, co-
pilot, aerial gun-
ner, flight engi-
neer and two
pararescuemen
or combat rescue

The Air Force rescue teams hold true to their
motto: Those things we do so that others may live.
See Golden Hour, next page



Golden
Hour

They are often identified
through the Jolly Green Giant
patches seen worn on their
right shoulders.

"Our entire mindset is to
bring an emergency medical
platform, combined with offen-
sive security capability, to the
site for quick and successful ex-
traction of those who need us,"
Major Wenthe said.

The area has recently seen an
increase of insurgent activity as
more coalition forces are moved
into Afghanistan. As such, more
calls come over the radio re-
questing rapid recovery of in-
jured servicemembers, or inno-
cent bystanders in locations
that are extremely hostile. This
type of mission demands a re-
sponse team specialized in
rapid insertion and egress from
aggressive and risky environ-
ments.

"The CSAR mission requires
us to train going into hostile
environments," the major said.
"That training allows us to exe-
cute medical evacuations in ar-
eas other units cannot get into."
The rescue crews are trained to
extract personnel in any envi-
ronment. "Whether they are
Marines entrapped in an MRAP
(mine-resistant ambush pro-
tected vehicle) or hanging from
a 10,000 ft. cliff, my men can
get to them and get them to

safety."

The rescue teams must re-
main on high alert during their
12-hour shifts. When a medical
report drops, the teams need to
be ready immediately.

"Things happen quick and the
men have to be ready to move at
a moment's notice," Major Wen-
the said. "Our guys can be
asleep or playing video games
and 15 minutes later, flying into
a hot zone recovering a seri-
ously injured Soldier."

As per Secretary of Defense
Robert Gates, teams need to
respond within 60 minutes from
the time a 9-Line medical alert
drops, to wheels down and
transferring a patient to a
higher level of medical care - a
concept commonly referred to as
the "Golden Hour."

"Speed is what's saving lives,"
the major said. "Getting the Sol-
diers who are injured picked up
quickly and to the higher care
they need. If we are able to get
to someone within the 'Golden
Hour,' then survival is pretty
certain for someone."

Recently, a Marine on a foot
patrol in the Helmand province
was seriously injured from the
blast of an improvised explosive
device.

"If our CSAR guys hadn't got-
ten to the Marine when they did
and start medical care on him,
he wouldn't have survived - it's
that simple," said Capt. Jac Sol-
ghan, Camp Bastion Role 3
Hospital Aeromedical Evacua-
tion Liaison Team flight clinical
coordinator. "Following the
'Golden Rule' is giving people a
chance who otherwise would

have had none and (the CSAR)
guys are giving us that hope for
survival. Without them, count-
less people would now be dead."

Constantly on the move, the
teams receive upwards of five
calls per shift. They respond to
all types of calls requiring care
for anyone affected by the war.

Per our creed, our role is to
save a life in any condition," the
CRO said. "With so many cus-
tomers on the line who need our
help, it's not a burden but a
welcome opportunity to go out
there and help the people who
need us most. Through our
men, lives are being saved.
There's no better reward than
knowing someone will get to go
home alive."

June’s Top Performers

Airman
SrA Clint Lentz - 451st

NCO
TSgt. Roger Hopkins - EOG

SNCO
MSgt. Tracy Noland - TF MED

CGO
Capt. Joseph Kelly - TF MED

Civilian
Mr. Andrew Miller - EMXG

Contributor
Army Capt. Peter Chang - 755th AEG

Start Right
SrA Jackie Story - 451st
A1C Nathan Weeks - EMXG

Finish Strong
1st Lt. Katherine Loffer - TF MED
A1C William Wallace - EMXG
SrA Abraham Bagley - EMSG




NEWS BRIEFS

SAFETY ALERT: Do not consume MRE and UGR-E
dairy shake powder, all flavors, until further notice. All
MRE with dates of pack (DOP) prior to, and including,
9139 are subject to the Do Not Consume Order. All
other components of the MRE are consumable and
should not be discarded or destroyed.

NATO MEDALS: The NATO Medal typically takes
approx. 90 days upon arrival for approval and distribu-
tion back to PERSCO. PERSCO has a spreadsheet
posted to the SIPR public drive which you can view to
see the status of your medal. If you notice any errors,
call PERSCO at 431-2070/4409 or email

455EMSG.PERSCO®@afghan.swa.army.mil

GOING TDY: All Air Force members are required to
in and out-process through PERSCO for TDYs, Emer-
gency Leave or R&R Leave/Pass. The PAX terminal
will not manifest you until they have documentation
stamped from PERSCO. All personnel assigned to the
455th are required to complete the AOR Travel Au-
thorization Memo for any type of TDY. Please direct
questions to PERSCO, 431-4409/2070.

COMBAT O: Combat Orientation is Wednesday at
0830Z/1300L at the Enduring Faith Chapel. This is a
mandatory briefing for all Air Force personnel assigned
to Bagram Air Field. Accountability is tracked and will
be forwarded to the first sergeants.

NEWCOMERS INPROCESSING: All Air Force
members are required to inprocess with PERSCO. The
inprocessing will start your combat pay entitlements.
If you have been in the AOR for at least 30 days and
you are not receiving combat pay, visit Finance in the
crow’s nest tower on Camp Cunningham. If you know
for a fact that you did not inprocess with PERSCO,
please visit PERSCO located in Bldg. 700 near the pas-
senger terminal. Call 431-2070/4409 for more informa-
tion.

MEO CONTACT INFO: The Camp Cunningham
Military Equal Opportunity Office at Bldg. 726 can be
reached by calling 481-6226 or call the Air Force Dis-
crimination Hotline at 1-888-231-4058.

EAGLE CASH: All deployed personnel (military, ci-
vilian and contractors) using Air Force finance office
services within the USCENTCOM AOR are required to
have an EagleCash Stored Value Card and highly en-
couraged to use it.

IMMUNIZATIONS: Are your immunizations up to
date? Active duty members are required to stay current

on all immunizations during their deployment. Report
to your nearest medical treatment facility to check your
status and get vaccinated. For questions, contact Task
Force Medical Public Health.

PAPERLESS HOMETOWN NEWS RELEASE: Just
arrived here at Bagram? Got promoted? Hit a mile-
stone in your career? Tell your family and friends at
home by sending a paperless Hometown News Release
available on the Bagram Air Field public Web site at
this link: https://hnforms.dmasa.dma.mil/
Ifserver/4556AEWBAGRAM. Just fill out the form and
hit submit. It’s that easy.
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J’zalling all Sacramentoeans:

If you are in the Air Force and would like to do a

video shoutout that will be aired during

Air Force Week (Sept 5-13th)

in Sacramento ot the AirShow,

the River Cat’s stadium and

the Monarch’s stadium,

Contaict: SrA Susan Tracy at 431-3260 or

susan.tracy@bgab.centaf.af mil
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