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“NOTHING MAKES ME HAPPIER THAN WHEN | SEE THESE BLADES SPIN AND THE
HELICOPTER TAKE OFF,” SAID STAFF SGT. NATHANIEL KOPPLIN, 33RD EXPE-
DITIONARY HELICOPTER MAINTENANCE UNIT LEAD FLYING HELICOPTER CREW
CHIEF. “KNOWING | WORKED ON IT. KNOWING THAT AIRMEN THAT | LEAD HAVE
WORKED ON IT. KNOWING THAT WE HAVE DONE EVERYTHING THAT WE WERE
SUPPOSED TO DO, BY THE BOOK, 100 PERCENT. WHEN AN AIRCRAFT TAKES
OFF AND COMES BACK... IT'S A GREAT FEELING EVERY TIME.”

KOPPLIN AND THE DEDICATED MAINTAINERS OF THE 33RD EHMU’S PRIMARY
MISSION IS TO ENSURE THAT BAGRAM’S FLEET OF HH-6O0G PAVE HAWK HELI-
COPTERS ARE SAFE, AIR WORTHY, AND COMBAT READY SO THEIR AIRS CREW
AND PARARESCUEMEN CAN GO OUT AND PERFORM THEIR RESCUE MISSIONS IN
SUPPORT OF NATO AND AFGHAN FORCES IN AFGHANISTAN.

FOR THE BAGRAM PAVE HAWK MAINTAINERS, THE JOB BOILS DOWN TO A
SINGLE TASK. (OLICK HERE FOR MISSION VIDEQO)

“0ON A DAY-TO-DAY BASIS, | GET AIRCRAFT READY TO FLY,” SAID SENIOR

AIRMAN HUNTER RAINS, 33RD EHMU RESCUE CREW CHIEF.

“THE PAVE HAWK IS A VESSEL TO TAKE THE PJS WHERE THEY NEED TO BE
AND FOR THE BACK ENDERS (GUNNERS) TO BE ABLE TO PROTECT THOSE PJs
SO THEY ARE ABLE TO GET AROUND,” SAID RAINS. “WHERE WE COME INTO
PLAY IS THAT WE GET THESE HELICOPTERS READY ON A DAILY BASIS AND MAKE
SURE THE HELICOPTER OPERATES PROPERLY.”

THE HELICOPTER MAINTAINERS WORK A NON-STOP ALERT SCHEDULE TO MAIN-
TAIN HIGH MISSION-CAPABLE RATINGS. THEY ARE READY TO RESPOND 24

HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A WEEK. (OCLICK HERE FOR PHOTOS)

1sT LT. PELENATO TAGOAI, 33 EHMU OFFICER IN CHARGE, SAID ONE OF THE
BIGGEST BENEFITS OF DOING RESCUE HELICOPTER MAINTENANCE AT BAGRAM
IS THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK ALONGSIDE U.S. ARMY AND SOuTH KOREAN
HELICOPTER MAINTENANCE TEAMS.

“BEING ABLE TO SHARE RESOURCES, KNOWLEDGE AND CAPABILITIES HAS IN-
CREASED THE OVERALL HEALTH OF OUR HELICOPTER UNITS HERE AT BAGRAM,”
SAID TAGOAI.


http://www.dvidshub.net/video/145326/turning-wrenches-so-others-may-live
http://www.bagram.afcent.af.mil/photos/slideshow.asp?id=%7b69A2706F-2765-4924-A459-B4B20F984832%7d

“WITHOUT THEM, THERE IS NO MISSION,” SAID LT. CoL. DAvVID R. ST. ONGE,
83RD EXPEDITIONARY RESCUE SRUADRON COMMANDER. “0OUR TEAM IS
PHENOMENAL. WITHOUT A HELICOPTER, WE HAVE NO MISSION. WE cOULD
HAVE THE BEST PILOTS, THE BEST BACK ENDERS, THE BEST GUARDIAN
ANGELS OR PARARESCUEMEN...BUT, IF THERE IS NO HELICOPTER TO FLY THEN
WE WOULD BE DRIVING AROUND IN TRUCKS. “

THE COLONEL’S SENTIMENTS WERE ECHOED BY THE VERY PEOPLE WHO RELY
ON BAGRAM’S RESCUE HELICOPTERS.

“] HAVE TO HAVE FAITH IN THE MAINTENANCE CREW,” SAID STAFF SGT.
Lucas GoOucH, 83RD ERQS PARARESCUEMAN. “WE HAVE THE BEST MAIN-
TENANCE CREW OUT THERE FOR THIS MISSION BECAUSE THEY ARE OUR LIFE-
LINE. WE TAKE OFF WITH THESE HH-605S AND IF THERE ARE ANY ISSUES IN
FLIGHT, YOU’VE GOT ANYWHERE FROM SIX TO SEVEN SOULS ON BOARD.
THESE GUYS HAVE NEVER LET US DOWN, AND IT MEANS A LOT.”

WHEN THE PAVE HAWK MAINTAINERS GET AN ALERT CALL, THEY DROP EVERY-
THING THEY ARE DOING AND SPRINT AS FAST AS POSSIBLE TO THE FLIGHTLINE
TO GET THEIR AIRCRAFT PREPARED TO FLY.

“WE ARE PULLING PLUGS, COVERS, TIE-DOWN STRAPS, AND CRANKING APUS
SO THAT ALL OUR OPERATORS AND PJ’S HAVE TO DO IS JUMP IN THE AIR-
CRAFT AND SET OFF TO GO RESCUE SOMEBODY,” SAID TAGOAI.

SENIOR MASTER SGT. TIMOTHY DEBEAUX, 33 EHMU SUPERINTENDENT, HAS
WORKED AS A HELICOPTER CREW CHIEF FOR 20 YEARS, SERVING 11 YEARS
AS AN HH-60 crREwW CHIEF. HE SAID THE HH-60 MAINTAINERS’ ACTIONS
DURING A SCRAMBLE ARE ALL ABOUT SAVING LIVES.

“THE MINDSET DURING A SCRAMBLE IS TO NOT BE LAST,” SAID DEBEAUX.
“THE THOUGHT IS IF YOU GET THERE EARLIER THEN MAYBE YOU WILL GIVE THE
PJ’s THAT EXTRA SECOND TO GO RESCUE SOMEONE.

“PJd’s HAVE THIS THING THEY CALL ‘THE GOLDEN HOUR’,” sAID DEBEAUX. “THE GOLDEN HOUR IS THE OPTIMAL
RESPONSE TIME FROM INJURY TO MEDICAL TREATMENT. |F WE TAKE TOO LONG TO LAUNCH AN AIRCRAFT THEN THAT
HOUR IS CUT DOWN. |F WE DON’T GET UP IN A HURRY THEN IT COULD BE TOO LATE TO GET THAT SAVE.”

GOUGH AGREED THAT THE RESCUE MISSION RELIES ON ALL THE ELEMENTS COMING TOGETHER QUICKLY.

“TIME IS LIFE,” HE SAID. “IT IS ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL FOR US TO GET OFF THE GROUND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO
GET TO WHOEVER MIGHT BE WOUNDED OUT THERE ON THE BATTLEFIELD. WE REALLY RELY ON THESE MAINTAINERS
TO ALWAYS BE EFFICIENT IN WHAT THEY ARE DOING. THEY ALWAYS GET OUT THERE FAST AND ALLOW US TO GET
OFF THE GROUND AND INTO THE BATTLEFIELD WHERE WE ARE ABLE TO BRING GUYS BACK.”

THE MAINTAINERS ALSO RECOGNIZE AND RESPECT THE SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP AMONG THE RESCUE UNITS.




“IF WE CAN GIVE THE PJ THE OPPORTUNITY TO REACH THAT INJURED PERSON
V&/HILE HE IS STILL ALIVE, THERE IS A GREAT CHANCE THAT HE’LL LIVE,” SAID
AINS.

IT TAKES A SPECIAL KIND OF PERSON TO WORK AS A PAVE HAWK MAINTAINER.

“THE TEAMS WE BRING OUT HERE TO SUPPORT THE WAR FIGHTERS ARE THOSE
WHO ARE THE MOST QUALIFIED, TRAINED AND EXPERIENCED...BUT, ALSO
THOSE WHO CAN PERFORM UNDER EXTREME PRESSURE,” SAID TAGDAI. “THEY
HAVE THE CONFIDENCE AND COURAGE IN THE FACE OF DANGER AND ADVER-
SITY TO BE ABLE TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES EFFECTIVELY IN A COMBAT ENVI-
RONMENT.”

“IT’s LIKE RUNNING A MARATHON, BUT YOU’RE DOING A SPRINT WITHOUT
BEING ABLE TO TRIP OR FALL DOWN...EVER,” SAID RAINS. “IF ANYTHING EVER
HAPPENS TO MY HELICOPTER AND THERE IS SOME GUY OUT THERE, THEN IT’S
ON ME. | HAVE TO GET IT RIGHT OR FIX WHAT’S WRONG.”

RAINS WENT ON TO NOTE THAT THE RESCUE MISSION WHICH HE IS SUPPORTING
STRENGTHENS COALITION FORCES BY DENYING INSURGENTS THE OPPORTUNITY
TO TAKE SERVICEMEMBERS PERMANENTLY OUT OF THE FIGHT.

ST. ONGE SAID EVERYBODY HAS A PART TO PLAY IN COMBAT RESCUE, TO IN-
CLUDE ALL DoD SERVICES AND COALITION FORCES.

“SAVING LIVES IS THE BOTTOM LINE FOR COMBAT,” HE SAID. “WE GIVE THOSE
SOLDIERS THE PEACE OF MIND TO KNOW THAT IF YOU DO GET INJURED, SOME-
ONE IS COMING TO GET YOU AND THEY ARE GOING TO GET THERE FAST.”

~

THE MAINTAINERS’ SPEED AND

SKILL HAVE TRULY PAID OFF.

THEY’VE MAINTAINED NEARLY
PERFECT PAVE HAWK MISSION READINESS RATINGS, GIVING
THE PJ’S THE WINGS WITH WHICH THEY HAVE SAVED MORE
THAN 20 LIVES AND TRANSPORTED MORE THAN 100 PA-
TIENTS TO MEDICAL CENTERS THIS YEAR ALONE.

“lT IS TRULY AN HONOR AND A PRIVILEGE FOR ME TO LEAD
AND SERVE WITH SOME OF THE FINEST RESCUE MAINTAINERS
IN THE WORLD WHO EXEMPLIFY COMMITMENT TO DUTY, COUR-
AGE IN THE FACE OF DANGER AND ADVERSITY, AND JUST A
SELFLESS DEDICATION TO SERVE,” SAID TAGOAI.

“THEY TRULY HAVE ANSWERED THEIR NATION’S CALL TIME
AND TIME AGAIN. THEY TRULY LIVE UP TO THEIR MOTTO:
THESE THINGS WE DO...THAT OTHERS MAY LIVE.”
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HH-60G PAVEHAWK

COMBAT SEARCH AND RESCUE

CREW : FOuRr

LENGTH: 64FT 8IN

WIDTH: 7FT 9OSIN

RoOTOR DIAMETER: 53 FT 7IN
HEIGHT: 16FT 8IN

EMPTY WEIGHT!: 16,000LBS

MAX TAKEOFF WEIGHT: 22,000LBS

ARMAMENT: TWO .50 MACHINE GUNS

POWERPLANT: 2X GENERAL ELECcTRIC GE-700 -
TURBOSHAFTS R e




