
 Tucked into a small corner of this 
sprawling base is an important cog in 
its protection.

At the aptly named “Camp Kujo,” 
the military working dogs of the 
455th Expeditionary Security Forces 
Squadron train and prepare to go out 
on missions both inside and outside 
the wire, day and night.

“We always have a team out 
there,” said Staff Sgt. Ulises Gon-
zalez, 455th ESFS military working 
dog trainer.

Dogs are used as search animals at 
entry control points to detect contra-
band.

“Our dogs are trained on various 
odors,” Gonzalez said, “to deter any-
one from trying to sneak anything 
on base or if they’re trying to make 
anything.”

The dogs also go outside the base, 
helping to detect hidden threats. 

“The populace sees them scan-
ning areas, going down roads,” said 
Gonzalez. “They see these teams that 
are proficient in what they do, and 

it makes it harder for them to hide 
things from us.”

In addition to detection work, the 
dogs are a visible show of force to 
anyone contemplating breaching the 
base perimeter.

“We want that psychological deter-
rent,” said Gonzalez, deployed here 
from Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M.

To achieve the desired impact, 
Gonzalez said, the relationship 
between a dog and its handler is of 
utmost importance.

“You want a team that knows 
each other,” he said, “you want the 
handler to know the characteristics 
of that MWD [and] see when the dog 
is tired or when the dog [has found] 
something.”

Conversely, Gonzalez said the dog 
also gets to know the handler.

“That bond is where you get 
the obedience and trust,” he said. 
“You’re not relying so much on what 
we’ve taught in training, you’re rely-
ing on instinct and ... on that rela-
tionship you have with the dog.”

Visit www.bagram.afcent.af.mil to 
read more.

Defend the base: The dogs of war

Staff Sgt. Ulises Gonzalez, 455th Expeditionary Security Forces Group dog trainer, prac-
tices some “patrol training” with Mayo, a military working dog, here, Dec. 21, 2012. (U.S. 
Air Force photo/Senior Airman Chris Willis)

Happy New Year 455th AEW Airmen!  
We’ve turned a big page on the calendar, 
and  as we closed the book on 2012, I 
want you to know how proud I am of ev-
erything you’ve done this past year.  As 
Airmen serving at Bagram, you have em-
bodied the professionalism our nation de-
pends on for its freedom. Regardless of 
when you arrived here, you’ve overcome 
challenges, both personal and profes-
sional, and have done so with honor.

As we look to 2013, I’m confident we 
will continue to uphold the same high 
standards our nation and our leadership 
demand of us.  Our mission as Airmen 
remains ever more critical to the cam-
paign in 2013. The Airpower we produce, 
the cargo and passengers we move, the 
wounded we care for and the base we de-
fend and sustain remain at the forefront 
as we approach a turning point in the 
year ahead. I still believe there is no bet-
ter place to be deployed as an Airman in 
the USAF.   

One of my New Year’s resolutions is to 
do more to take care of you. Aircraft don’t 
fly, MRAPs don’t patrol and wrenches 
don’t turn without you. Airmen are our 
wing’s most valuable weapon system, 
and communicating with you is important 
to me. That’s why we’ve started the week-
ly Bagram Brief. I want to make sure that 
you can find the information you need 
about your deployment, interests and ca-
reer while serving here at BAF. Thanks for 
everything you do, and I look forward to a 
great 2013!
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Chief Master Sgt. 
Steve Bohannon, Com-
mand Chief Master Ser-
geant of the 455th Air 
Expeditionary Wing, 
presents the “Warrior 
of the Week” award to 
Airman 1st Class Ash-
ley Lovelace, 455th Ex-
peditionary Operations 
Support Squadron intel-
ligence specialist, Jan. 
5, 2013.

Lovelace helped to 
keep the Mission Plan-
ning Cell, where she 
works, running smooth-
ly after her NCOIC 
had to take emergency 
leave. (U.S. Air Force 
photo/Staff Sgt. David 
Dobrydney)

Warrior of the Week

Legal Lines

By Capt. Dominca Herring
Sexual Assault Response Coordinator
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Find more online at the Bagram 
Airfield public website:

www.bagram.afcent.af.mil

Follow us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/

pages/455th-Air-Expeditionary-
Wing

Story Ideas? Contact Public Af-
fairs at DSN 447-6687 or e-mail 
455aew.pa@bgab.afcent.af.mil

Secure your stuff! But if it gets stolen 
anyway, contact the Provost Marshal’s 
Office, 318-431-4610, and report the 
theft. To file a claim for reimbursement, 
visit the Air Force Claims Service Cen-
ter website, https://claims.jag.af.mil, and 
click the “File Non Household Goods 
Claim” button.

To file your claim, you will need your 
CED orders, your assignment to quar-
ters letter, the PMO report and receipts 
for the stolen items and replacement 
items if you’ve purchased any. Note that 
you should report all thefts to PMO, but 
you can file a claim only for the theft of 
personal (not government-issued) prop-
erty. Contact 455 AEW/JA at 447-6218 
with any questions.

By Master Sgt. Carla Griffitt
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate

Questions wanted
Do you or your family have questions 
about Bagram or the AOR? How to 
send a care package? How to do-
nate supplies to the local population? 
E-mail your questions to the Public 
Affairs office inbox and they will be 
added to a new Frequently Asked 
Questions sections to the Bagram 
Airfield website.

OEF Crisis Hotline
Navigating through life’s challenges 
can be tough. It’s no secret; at some 
point in our lives, we all need a little 
help. U.S. Forces-Afghanistan has 
stood up an OEF Crisis Hotline for 
deployed service members. The 
Hotline can be accessed by dialing 
1-1-1 from a NIPR DSN phone or 
from a Roshan phone by dialing 070-
113-2000, wait for tone and then dial 
1-1-1.

New CDC and PME testing hours
The following are  the new test-
ing hours for Career Development 
Courses and Professional Military 
Education, effective as of January 1:
Smack Town: Located in Bldg. 
35695A, Friday 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
(0430z & 1030z).
West Side: Located by main BX 
area, Monday 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
(0430z & 1030z), Wednesday 3 p.m. 
(1030z) only, Tuesday and Thursday 
9 a.m. (0430z) only.
East Side: Located in Bldg #35516 

(CAS ramp), Tuesday and Thursday 
3 p.m. (1030z) only, Saturday 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. (0430z & 1030z).
Contact 455EFSS.TCOTestingOf-
fice@bgab.afcent.af.mil with any
further questions.

Professional Development
Seminar

The Route 5/6 will be hosting a 
Professional Development Seminar 
January 13, from 9 to 10 a.m. at 
the Vulture’s Nest. The topic for this 
month will focus on mentoring and 
counseling.  

Hardship withdrawal rules relaxed 
The Federal Retirement Thrift Invest-
ment Board announced it has made 
temporary changes to the Thrift Sav-
ings Plan hardship withdrawal rules 
to help victims of Hurricane Sandy. 
The TSP will treat any Financial 
Hardship In-Service Withdrawal Re-
quest (Form TSP-76) received until 
January 25, 2013 as qualifying for a 
hardship withdrawal if the participant 
writes “Hurricane Sandy” at the top 
of the form and checks the block 
on the form for personal casualty. 
For more information, please go to 
https://www.tsp.gov/whatsnew/plan/
planNews.shtml.

BX/PX Parking Lot closure
The parking lot at the Main PX/BX is 
closed until further notice. All vehi-
cles will be towed and impounded.


