
There is a group of Airmen in the 
455th Expeditionary Security Forces 
Squadron who get a view of Afghani-
stan that few ever see.

They man the multiple defense tow-
ers that ring the base perimeter, armed 
with powerful binoculars and other hi-
tech surveillance gear, looking out into 
the local community and watching for 
any threats.
“They’re responsible for watching 

all avenues of approach, watching for 
anything out of the ordinary and report-
ing it up,” said Staff Sgt. Richard Bruin, 
455th ESFS area supervisor.

Of course, the Airmen have lethal 
force available if they need it, but they 
also have other tools at their disposal, 
such as the ability to call in a linguist 
to speak to interlopers who stray too 
close to the perimeter.
“We try to get the interpreter out there 

to persuade them to go away and it 
usually works,” Bruin said.

Capt. Lidia Iyassu, 455th ESFS Al-
pha Sector officer-in-charge, described 
other nonlethal deterrents that use 
different types of ammunition. How-

ever, before deploying these tools, the 
Airmen met with local civic leaders to 
head off any potential problems.
“We had a meeting with the village 

elders,” Iyassu said. “We made sure 
they understood what the impact was, 
and it’s been very helpful.”

Airman 1st Class Lee Borytsky, 
455th ESFS defender, said that the tow-
ers are seen differently depending on 
what side of the fence a person is on.

“To people off base, the towers are 
a symbol of deterrence; they see us... 
they know we’re highly vigilant,” he 
said. “We’re here to protect Bagram 
and keep people who aren’t supposed 
to come in, out.”

On the other hand, to the local people 
who come on to the base to work, Bo-
rytsky said the towers are a symbol of 
security.
“They know that they’re safe when 

they’re on [base],” he said.
Bruin echoed Borytsky’s thoughts.

“We’re here for their safety too,” he 
said, “we’re watching over them as 
much as we’re watching our own 
people.”

Visit www.bagram.afcent.af.mil to 
read more.

Defend the base: Towers of Power

Airman 1st Class Lee Borytsky, 455th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron defender, performs 
an operational radio check in a guard tower on Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, Jan. 10, 2013. (U.S. Air 
Force photo/Senior Airman Chris Willis)

Many of us at Bagram 
have seen headlines and 
news coverage related to 
a more rapid drawdown of 
forces in Afghanistan. So 
the question becomes ‘how 
would that affect us as Air-
men in the 455th?’ The an-
swer is not much, at least in 
the short-term.

As we all know, Airmen 
and airpower are a critical 
enabler for every aspect 
of our nation’s effort in Af-
ghanistan. From defending 
and operating this airfield 
to providing armed over-
watch, ISR, tactical airlift, 
rescue and medevac, all 
of those mission sets will 
be as important in the year 
ahead as they have been 
in the past. Some aspects 
of our mission will even in-
crease, such as our ability 
to move passengers and 
cargo in support of rede-
ployment and retrograde.

Just as airpower kicks off 
any campaign, it remains 
relevant though the final 
stages as well. As I’ve said 
in the past, there is no bet-
ter place to serve and make 
a difference as an Airman 
than right here at Bagram. 
I’m honored to serve along-
side each and every one of 
you. Stay safe!

Tip from
the Top

Volume 1, Issue 3
January 21, 2013
Bagram Airfield, AfghanistanBagram Brief

By Staff Sgt. David Dobrydney
455th AEW Public Affairs

By Brig. Gen.
Joseph T. Guastella, Jr.
455th AEW Commander



Chief Master Sgt. 
Steve Bohannon, 
Command Chief Mas-
ter Sergeant of the 
455th Air Expedition-
ary Wing, presents 
the “Warrior of the 
Week” award to Staff 
Sgt. Sean Slay, 455th 
Expeditionary Aircraft 
Maintenance Squad-
ron avionics systems 
craftsman, on Bagram 
Airfield, Jan. 17, 2013.

Deployed from Da-
vis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Ariz., Slay man-
ages maintenance of 
targeting pods for the 
A-10 Thunderbolt II 
aircraft. (U.S. Air Force 
photo/Staff Sgt. David 
Dobrydney)
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Find more online at the Bagram 
Airfield public website:

www.bagram.afcent.af.mil

Follow us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/pages/455th-

Air-Expeditionary-Wing

Story Ideas? Contact Public Af-
fairs at DSN 447-6687 or e-mail 
455aew.pa@bgab.afcent.af.mil

Leave carryover extension
A provision in the FY 2013 National De-
fense Authorization Act will allow Airmen 
with more than 60 days of leave at the 
beginning of next fiscal year to carry it 
into the next fiscal year. The provision ex-
tends the maximum leave carryover of 75 
days through Sept. 30, 2015. For informa-
tion about the military leave program and 
other personnel issues, visit the myPers 
website at https://mypers.af.mil.

Revised evaluation AFI
The Air Force has published a new Officer 
& Enlisted Evaluations instruction, AFI 36-
2406, effective January 2. All evaluations 
with a close out date of January 2 or after 
are subject to the revised AFI. The new 
AFI can be downloaded at http://static.e-
publishing.af.mil/production/1/af_a1/pub-
lication/afi36-2406/afi36-2406.pdf. 
Contact your home station MPS or the 
PERSCO office at 447-6636 for further 
information.

Microsoft Home Use program returns
The Microsoft Home Use program allows 
servicemembers to purchase Microsoft 
Office Professional for Mac or Windows 
for about $10. For more information, 
visit http://www.army.mil/article/94335/
Army_upgrades_security__collabora-
tion__home_use_with_joint_enterprise_
license_agreement/.

MilPDS updates
The Military Personnel Data System (Mil-
PDS) is projected to go offline in March 
for approximately 23 days for upgrade. 
Updates to personnel actions will not be 
available at this time making it extremely 
important that the below timelines are ad-
hered to: completing a base of preference 
application, due to AFPC by February 13; 
completing an in-place base of preference 
application, due to AFPC by February 1; 
applying for reenlistment/extension or 
separation, due to MPS by February 15; 

applying for voluntary retraining - due to 
AFPC by February 15; Updating SGLI due 
to MPS/AFPC by February 15. Many ac-
tions can be accomplished online through 
vMPF. Questions regarding reenlistments, 
extensions or separations can be directed 
to your deployed PERSCO team. Foreign 
language proficiency test can be adminis-
tered through the Army Education Center. 
All other issues must be worked through 
your home station MPS.

OEF Crisis Hotline
Navigating through life’s challenges can 
be tough. It’s no secret; at some point in 
our lives, we all need a little help. U.S. 
Forces-Afghanistan has stood up an OEF 
Crisis Hotline for deployed service mem-
bers. The Hotline can be accessed by 
dialing 1-1-1 from a NIPR DSN phone or 
from a Roshan phone by dialing 070-113-
2000, wait for tone and then dial 1-1-1.

Phishing scam: Follow-on assignment
There is a known phishing attempt for 
personal information related to the can-
cellation of follow-on assignments. Do not 
respond to this type of e-mail and do not 
provide Personally Identifiable Informa-
tion. Phishing is typically carried out by 
e-mail spoofing and it often directs users 
to enter details at a fake website. All offi-
cial AF-generated notifications from vMPF 
will end with a @us.af.mil nomenclature. 
An official vMPF automated assignment 
notification (to include modifications and 
cancellations) will reflect the following ad-
dress: “System  Generated Email [Do Not 
Reply] [palcompsys@us.af.mil].” If Airmen 
receive assignment notifications, modifi-
cations or cancellations from a “@gmail.
com,” “@yahoo.com,” “@netzero.com,” 
etc., or any other domain other than a “@
us.af.mil” e-mail address, it needs to be 
treated as spam or a fraudulent e-mail. All 
Airmen receiving such emails need to ad-
vise the AF Relocation Operations office 
at afpc.prpreloworkflow@randolph.af.mil.

Anti-Terrorism:
Proper Disposal of Uniform Items

Getting ready to redeploy? Try-
ing to lighten your bags? Have 
old uniforms? Don’t throw those 
uniform items in the trash. If recent 
events have taught us anything, it’s 
that the enemy uses our uniforms 
against us.

There are 20 uniform amnesty 
boxes located throughout BAF. 
Amnesty box locations are avail-
able on the 455 AEW Bagram NIPR 
homepage, through PERSCO or 
the Antiterrorism Office. As always, 
the 5/6 Attic is always accepting 
items. Please take the time to dis-
pose of your uniform items properly. 
Together, we can keep BAF safe!

By Master Sgt. Cassandra Bushyeager
455th AEW Anti-Terrorism office

By Master Sgt. Cynthia Rijos
Equal Opportunity Directory

Equal Opportunity isn’t just for 
filing complaints. Although EO is 
typically know for its complaint 
process, there are several other 
proactive services we can pro-
vide. The EO office at BAF is fully 
qualified to facilitate the True Colors 
personality type assessment to 
help open doors of communication 
in your work center. We also offer 
mediation/facilitation to any EO or 
non-EO concern. Other services 
provided include Out and About 
Assessments, Commander’s Call 
Briefings, EO training and military/
DoD Civilian complaint resolution.

 For more information, e-mail 455.
AEW.EO@bgab.afcent.af.mil or call 
447-6226.

Equal Opportunity


